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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 178124 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, JA, US 

SUBJECT:MARITIME TRAFFIC SAFETY LAW (MTSL) 

REF: TOKYO 8970 

1. WE HAVE REVIEWED JAPANESE NOTE RE MTSL PROVIDED REFTEL 
AND AGREE THAT IT MEETS OUR MAJOR CONCERNS. IT IS OUR 
UNDERSTANDING THAT COMSEVENTHFLT HAS ESTABLISHED INTERNAL 
PROCEDURES REGARDING NOTIFICATION BY ' HUGE VESSELS" BUT 
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THAT THE FIRST TEST CASE HAS NOT YET TAKEN PLACE. 
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2. THERE IS ONE POSSIBLE SCENARIO INVOLVING HUGE VESSELS 
WHICH IS NOT COMPLETELY ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE JAPANESE NOTE 
I.E., A SORTIE (EXIT)FROM A JAPANESE PORT IN ORDER TO MEET 

AN EMERGENCY COMMITMENT OR FOR TYPHOON EVASION. WHILE WE 
WOULD EXPECT THESE CIRCUMSTANCES TO OCCUR BUT INFREQUENTLY, 
WHEN THEY DO, ANY DELAY IN TRANSITING TO HIGH SEAS HAS 
POTENTIALLY SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES. UNDER THE CONDITION 
POSTULATED, THE MAXIMUM POSSIBLE NOTIFICATION GIVEN TO MSA 
WOULD PROBABLY BE IN THE ORDER OF A FEW HOURS. 

3. ACCORDINGLY, EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO DISCUSS THE FORE- 
GOING WITH FONOFF AND SEEK AGREEMENT PREFERABLY IN WRITING 
FOR "PRIORITY" TREATMENT OF USN HUGE VESSELS TRANSITING PORT 
TO HIGH SEAS VIA RESTRICTED CHANNELS UNDER CONDITIONS 
INVOLVING EMERGENCY OR FOR SAFETY OF VESSEL. RUSH 
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